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Ulrue  Patriotism 


FOLLIES  OF  WAR 


The  first  folly  is  glorifying  war  and  that  is  one  of  the  ancient  fallacies  of 
the  world.  Much  of  the  thing  called  courage  becomes  fear  and  insanity  when  turned  to 
the  searchlight  of  truth.  If  you  stop  to  reason  wTould  you  call  it  courage  that  makes  a 
man  stick  a bayonet  thru  another  man  ? Do  I hear  you  say  that  he  is  an  enemy  and  that 
he  hates  him  ? Does  he  really  hate  him  ? Perhaps  he  has  been  made  to  believe  that  he 
hates  him.  Indeed,  war  hatreds  are  false  hatreds.  That  is  the  second  fact  which  proves 
the  folly  of  war.  When  called  to  v/ar  in  1914  the  German  soldiers  iwere  told  that  they 
were  fighting  a war  of  defense.  We  were  told  that  they  were  attempting  to  conquer  the 
world.  We  were  told  how  the  Germans  cut  off  the  hands  and  dug  out  the  eyes  of  little 
helpless  Belgian  children.  Lloyd  George’s  investigations  after  the  war  proved  these 
stores  to  be  a pack  of  lies.  As  Lester  M.  Ellis  has  said,  “All  it  takes  to  start  a war  is 
men,  supplies,  and  lies.”  The  lies  are  necessary  to  create  hatred. 

A third  folly  is  that  iwe  are  told  we  must  go  to  war  to  protect  women  and 
children.  The  pleading  lips,  the  tear-stained  eyes,  and  the  out-stretched  arms  of  five 
million  orphans,  and  ten  million  refugees  of  the  World  War  tell  us  the  truth  about  pro- 
tection of  lives  in  modern  warfare. 

A fourth  folly  is  our  false  definition  of  the  word  “patriotism.”  Were  Caesar 
and  Napoleon  the  world’s  greatest  patriots?  Or  were  men  like  Luther,  Livingston, 
Pasteur,  Edison,  and  Lindberg,  the  great  patriots  of  their  age? 

“Oh,  but  we  must  have  wars  at  regular  intervals  to  keep  from  over-popu- 
lating the  world.”  Would  you  be  willing  to  offer  yourself  as  a target  for  a machine  gun 
in  order  to  make  more  room  for  someone  else  to  live  ? The  barbarians  were  more  sensi- 
ble in  that  they  sacrificed  the  weaklings  of  the  race. 


Another  fact  which  makes  war  absurd  is  that  the  war-makers  are  not  on 
the  firing  lines.  They  sit  back  in  upholstered  chairs  and  watch  the  wholesale  slaughter 
of  men.  The  profiteers  are  surrounded  by  the  luxuries  of  life  while  the  men  in  the 
trenches  face  a veritable  hell  mixed  with  mud  and  rats. 

A seventh  fact  is  that  might  does  not  make  right.  The  mere  fact  that  big 
brother  can  whip  little  brother  does  not  mean  that  big  brother  is  always  right. 

An  eighth  fact  is  that  war  does  not  settle  disputes.  It  always  takes  a peace 
treaty  after  a war  to  settle  a dispute.  On  the  morning  of  November  11,  1918,  many  men 
lost  their  lives.  One  negro  was  returning  from  the  front  and  he  asked  his  lieutenant 
what  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  meant.  The  lieutenant  explained  that  govern- 
ment officials  decided  to  stop  the  war  and  settle  the  dispute  by  gathering  around  a large 
table,  talking  about  terms  for  a treaty  of  peace,  and  signing  the  Armistice.  Looking  up 
into  the  eyes  of  his  superior  with  child-like  earnestness  the  negro  asked,  “If  dat’s  all  we 
been  f ightim’  fob,  why  didn’t  dey  git  aroun’  dat  dah  table  in  nineteen  fohteen  ? At  leas’ 
why  didn’  dey  sign  dat  dah  ahmastiee  yistaday,  den  all  o’  mah  buddies  wouldna  been 
killed  dis  mohnin’.” 

The  great  cost  of  war  is  its  ninth  folly.  Perhaps  the  most  dreadful  cost  is 
the  loss  in  manhood  thru  the  moral  depression  which  follows  all  wars  and  which  is  felt 
for  generations.  Next  is  the  cost  in  lives.  The  flower  of  the  nation  is  plucked  and  the 
weaklings  are  left  to  propogate  the  race.  Finally,  the  economic  cost  is  excessive.  With 
the  money  that  the  World  War  cost  the  world,  we  could  build  twenty  paved  and  lighted 
highways  across  our  nation  with  a viaduct  for  every  railroad  crossing.  Then,  using  pres- 
ent costs  as  the  basis  for  our  estimation,  three  percent  interest  on  the  money  left  would 
forever  care  for  the  education  and  health  of  all  of  the  children  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  Secretary  Mellon  says  that  the  cost  to  the  United  States  alone  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time  is  fifty-one  billion  dollars.  Fifty-one  billion  dollars  would  have  purchased  the 
entire  United  States  as  late  as  1885.  England  is  now  attempting  to*  pay  for  her  part  of 
the  costs  of  the  World  War  at  the  rate  of  five  thousand  dollars  a minute.  Is  it  any  wond- 
er that  iwe  are  having  an  economic  depression  as  a result  of  the  World  War? 

The  tenth  folly  is  that  some  men  think  what  has  must  be.  Less  than  three 
centuries  ago,  Christian  preachers  burned  at  the  stake  innocent  men  and  women  whom 
they  called  witches.  What  has  been  need  not  be. 

Thus,  in  modern  warfare  courage  turns  into  insane  fear;  patriotism  reverts 
into  madness;  protection  for  wives  and  sweethearts  becomes  ghastly  mockery;  brother- 
hood gives  place  to  homicide;  human  rights  are  sacrificed  on  the  bloody  altar  of  war. 
Mars  reaps  his  harvest  of  the  flower  of  manhood;  he  drags  business  to  the  mountain  top 
of  prosperity  and  dashes  it  into  the  pit  of  economic  depression;  and  he  dips  the  world 
into  a pool  of  immorality.  You  and  I are  thrilled  at  the  sight  of  a glittering  uniform 
and  at  the  sound  of  martial  music.  Therefore,  Mars  veils  his  ugly  form  (with  a handsome 
uniform  and  disguises  his  fiendish  voice  with  the  strain  of  thrilling  music.  These  are  a 
few  of  the  follies  of  war. 


A GLIMPSE  INTO  HISTORY 


War  is  the  result  of  'blind  passion.  It  defies  God’s  immutable  laws:  “What- 
soever a man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap.”  “All  they  that  take  the  siword  shall  perish 
by  the  sword.”  History  offers  innumerable  illustrations  proving  that  these  laws  have 
always  functioned,  that  God  has  been  consistent,  that  war  has  utterly  failed. 

Twenty-six  centuries  ago  the  fierce  northern  Assyrians  conquered  that 
wealthy  and  imperialistic  empire,  Babylon.  Then  in  the  sixth  century  B.  C.  Assyria 
reaped  the  harvest  of  the  seeds  she  had  sown.  Egypt,  India,  China  and  Greece  in  turn 
took  the  sword  and  each  perished  by  the  self-same  weapon.  Even  the  organized  govern- 
ment of  mighty  Rome  submitted  to  the  laws  of  God  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  a barbarian 
chief.  Spain  rose  and  fell.  Napoleon  was  humbled  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 

About  eighteen  years  ago  the  civilized  nations  had  a brilliant  idea.  Why 
not  banish  the  war  beast  from  the  face  of  the  earth  by  one  huge,  sweeping  blow  ? Why 
not  have  a successful  war — one  magnanimous  conflict  followed  by  a thousand  years  of 
perfect  peace?  “A  WAR  TO  END  WAR.”  What  nobler  purpose  could  men  conceive? 
No  sacrifice  could  be  too  great  for  its  attainment?  The  result  was  the  World  War. 

I saw  a picture  of  the  Crown  Prince  taking  his  afternoon  stroll  with  his 
greyhounds  by  his  side.  To  each  passerby  he  uttered  his  favorite  expression,  “We  must 
just  keep  hammering  at  it.”  Then  I saw  a picture  of  a dugout  filled  with  dead  men: 
three  mangled  bodies  in  a pool  of  filth  and  flesh  and  bones  and  blood — BUT — the  Crown 
Prince  was  not  there ! 

An  Asiatic  cartoon  representing  China’s  conception  of  America’s  attitude 
is  interesting  irony.  The  picture  was  that  of  a huge  giant  standing  on  a battleship.  His 
brawny  arms  were  outstretched.  In  one  hand  he  held  an  American  bomber;  in  the  other, 
a tank.  Pouring  forth  from  his  mouth  and  nostrils  were  great  volumes  of  poisonous  gas, 
and  in  that  cloud  of  deadly  breath  were  these  word,  “IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.” 

We  are  told  that  ten  million  men.  lost  their  lives  in  the  World  War;  but  that 
means  little  to  most  of  us.  Only  when  we  picture  to  ourselves  the  suffering  and  the 
agony  of  each  dying  man  can  we  begin  to  grasp  the  magnitude  of  that  statement.  Imag- 
ine the  charge  into  No  Man’s  Land.  See  that  happy,  bright-eyed  youth  driven  mad  with 
the  sight  of  dead  men,  stinking  trenches,  and  fear  of  death.  See  him  crawling  thru  wire 
entanglements.  Suddenly  there  comes  a rain  of  lead.  The  mangled  body  of  another  boy 
joins  the  ranks  of  the  dead.  Soon  we  see  a stiffened,  bloated  body.  See  that  mixture  of 
vermin,  mud  and  man;  then  try  to  remark,  “How  beautiful,  how  enviable,  is  the  death  of 
a soldier  on  the  battlefield.” 

“A  WAR  TO  END  WAR.”  That  was  the  most  subtle  slogan  that  the  prof- 
iteers and  the  militarists  of  the  world  have  ever  conceived.  The  World  War  was  the  most 
complete  failure  recorded  in  the  history  of  civilization. 
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THE  NEXT  WORLD  WAR 


The  World  War  was  just  a miniature,  just  an  experiment  in  modern  war- 
fare. Why  is  the  National  Education  Association  so  interested  in  world  peace?  If  we 
don’t  stop  war  nothing  else  matters.  If  we  don’t  stop  'war  there  isn’t  much  use  teaching 
the  three  R’s. 

When  will  the  next  world  war  be?  Some  say  within  two  months;  others  say 
within  two  years.  My  guess  is  as  good  as  theirs;  your  guess  is  as  good  as  mine.  We  do 
know  that  in  Italy  American  tourists  have  seen  the  sign,  “It  is  better  to  live  one  day  like 
a lion  than  a thousand  years  like  a lamb.”  On  the  other  hand,  Grandi  and  Mussolini  say, 
“Italy  wants  peace.” 

Poland  has  a strip  of  land  that  goes  directly  thru  Germany  and  extends  to 
the  sea.  This  land  was  given  to  Poland  by  the  Versailles  Treaty.  Some  say  that  this 
may  some  day  cause  another  war. 

We  watch  Russia,  that  huge  question  mark,  that  “dark  horse”  of  the  poli- 
tical world.  We  see  her  drill  an  immense  standing  army.  We  watch  her  train  her  boys 
in  chemical  warfare.  We  wonder  if  there  are  any  designs  for  world  dominion  in  the 
plans  which  are  to  follow  the  present  five  year  plan. 

We  see  Japan  and  China,  each  trying  to  prove  to  the  other  nations  that  it 
is  fighting  a defensive  war  in  Manchuria. 

We  hear  America  apologize  to  Mussolini  for  remarks  made  by  Smedley  D. 
Butler,  a false  American  patriot.  With  such  humility  how7  could  America  ever  be  respon- 
sible for  starting  a world  war  ? But  then  we  behold  America’s  arrogance  as  she  boasts 
that  the  little  feeble  cry  of  a white  child  a thousand  miles  up  the  Yangtse  River  in  China 
can  summon  an  American  gunboat  when  we  know  that  we  would  not  permit  a Chinese 
gunboat  to  come  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  protect  a little  yellow  child. 

We  do  not  know  how  soon  the  nations  will  fight  again,  but  we  do  know  that 
the  next  war  will  be  fought  by  scientists,  that  the  battlefield  will  be  around  the  world, 
and  that  it  will  include  women  and  children.  The  following  picture  of  modern  warfare 
is  not  given  to  cause  an  over-dose  of  fear,  but  to  remind  you  of  the  horrible  aspects 
of  modern  warfare. 

We  know  that  several  nations  are  experimenting  with  radio-controlled  rock- 
et ships  that  promise  to  make  the  Big  Bertha  and  other  long-range  guns  obsolete1  and 
useless  toys. 

Scientists  are  experimenting  with  electric  waves,  the  perfection  of  which 
may  mean  that  a man  stationed  many  miles  from  the  enemy  may  push  a switch  and 
thereby  send  out  an  electric  wave  which  would  electrocute  everything  within  its  path. 

Militarists  are  already  in.  possession  of  poisonous  liquids  one  drop  of  which 
touching  the  human  body  may  cause  instant  death.  A fleet  of  airplanes  could  send  a 
mist  over  an  entire  city  and  turn  that  city  into  a morgue. 


A heat  bomb  has  been  invented  which  weighs  six  pounds  and  releases  six 
thousand  degrees  of  heat  when  exploded.  That  is  sufficient  to  destroy  buildings  of  con- 
crete and  marble.  One  airplane  carrying  two  hundred  of  these  heat  bombs  could  send 
flames  of  destruction  into  the  busy  section  of  a city  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

Militarists  have  seriously  considered  the  use  of  disease  germs  in  another 
world  war,  to  send  plagues  of  death  thruout  entire  populations. 

Unless  we  avert  the  next  world  war  poisonous  gas  will  be  used,  treaties  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  In  the  World  War  chlorine  gas  was  first  used.  That  could 
be  seen  coming.  Then  mustard  gas  was  used.  Then  Lewisite  gas  was  invented.  Now 
the  scientists  say  that  they  have  gases  far  more  effective  than  Lewisite  gas.  They  con- 
tain chemicals  which  eat  the  flesh  to  the  bone  and  destroy  every  gas  mask  thus  far  in- 
vented. 

Call  it  race  suicide,  wholesale  murder,  revival  of  barbarism — call  it  what- 
ever you  please  and  you  will  not  be  able  to  picture  the  agony,  the  panic,  the  terror,  and 
the  horrible  magnitude  of  another  world  war. 


THE  WAY  OF  PEACE 


The  way  of  peace  is  the  way  of  love  and  aggressive  good-will.  It  was  ush- 
ered into  the  world  with  the  birth  of  a lowly  Nazarene.  He  lived  the  life  of  love  and  up- 
held love’s  banner  as  a standard  for  men  to  follow.  With  humility  he  girded  himself 
with  a towel,  knelt  down,  and  washed  his  disciples’  feet;  with  boldness  lie  would  not  per- 
mit the  desecration  of  God’s  temple  in  Jerusalem.  With  this  unique  spirit  of  aggressive 
good-will  Christ  faced  an  actual  war  situation.  The  Jews  passionately  longed  for  poli- 
tical freedom.  Jesus’  answer  to  the  Jewish  cry  against  Roman  bondage  wTas  “Love.” 
Love  ? Love  ? Why,  that  could  only  be  the  cry  of  an  idiot  in  such  a critical  hour.  The 
Jews  scorned  His  principle  and  in  a passion  of  jeer  and  hate  they  crucified  the  dangerous 
dreamer.  But,  three  days  later  He  rose  again;  and,  three  centuries  later  Christianity 
entered  Rome. 

Altho  Christ  taught  no  abstract  virtues  there  is  a doubt  as  to  the  usefulness 
of  Christian  love  and  good-will  in  present-day  international  affairs.  Has  Christianity 
failed  ? Are  we  who  profess  to  be  Christians  hanging  on  to  an  outworn  creed  ? Is  it 
useless  to  believe  that  men  should  love  their  fellowmen  ? Has  the  influence  of  the  Chris- 
tian home,  the  broad  educational  program  of  the  modern  school  and  the  world-wide  pro- 
gram of  the  churches  been  in  vain?  (NO!  As  Emerson  said,  “Universal  peace  is  as  sure 
as  the  prevalence  of  civilization  over  barbarism,  of  liberal  governments  over  feudal 
forms.  The  question  for  us  is  only  how  soon?” 

Fortunately,  much  has  been  accomplished.  In  the  first  place,  the  Paris 
Peace  Pact  which  makes  war  a crime  was  signed  by  more  than  fifty  nations  within 
twenty-four  months  after  it  was  adopted.  Thus,  the  war-maker  has  become  the  traitor; 
the  peace-maker,  the  patriot. 


We  have  both  the  League  of  Nations  and  the  World  Court  working  with  re- 
markable efficiency.  The  League  has  stopped  seven  wars  when  the  soldiers  were  being 
transported  to  the  battlefields.  Altho  our  government  has  been  afraid  to  enter  either 
the  League  or  the  Court  we  have  always  had  a United  States  citizen,  as  one  the  judges  of 
the  World  Court  and  United  States’  citizens  on  fifty  committees  of  the  League.  Our  ex- 
cuse that  iwe  are  afraid  of  entangling  alliances  will  soon  be  taboo,  for  how  can  we  hope 
to  remain  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  world  when  we  have  been  doing  a yearly  business 
of  ten  billion  dollars  with  other  nations  and  when  we  are  a creditor  nation  to  the  extent 
of  thirty  billion  dollars  ? 

We  may  rejoice  that  war  has  been  outlawed  by  treaty,  and  that  disputes 
have  frequently  been  settled  by  law  instead  of  by  war.  It  remains  for  us  to  build  up  a 
public  opinion  that  will  think  in  terms  of  peace  instead  of  in  terms  of  war  in  a critical 
hour  of  misunderstanding  or  international  animosity. 

To  do  this  our  government,  which  has  always  posed  as  a Christian  govern- 
ment,  might  establish  on  an  equal  basis  with  the  War  Department  and  all  other  depart- 
ments, a Department  of  Peace.  There  would  be  a Secretary  of  Peace  as  a regular  mem- 
ber of  the  President’s  Cabinet.  Kirby  Page  has  made  an  interesting  outline  of  the  ac- 
tivities  of  such  a department. 

But  men  cry  out,  “Away  with  your  idealism.  Nothing  but  a war  program 
can  insure  peace  and  satisfy  strife.”  In  direct  reply  we  can  hear  the  apostle’s  warning, 
“Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked;  for  whatsoever  a man  soweth,  that  shall  he  aLo 
reap.”  And  today  the  poet  sings: 

“Plant  lilies  and  lilies  will  grow; 

Plant  roses  and  roses  will  bloom; 

Plant  hate  and  hate  will  to  life  spring; 

Plant  love  and  love  to  you  will  bring 

The  flowers  of  the  seeds  you  sow.” 


Our  national  experiments  in  the  application  of  love:  returning  the  Boxer 

indemnity  to  China,  aiding  stricken  Japan,  and  feeding  the  children  of  Europe,  have  dem- 
on  strafed  the  success  of  such  a policy. 


The  best  way  to  get  war  is  to  prepare  for  war.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
world  spent  five  billion  dollars  for  armaments  in  1930.  If  we  may  judge  the  future  by 
the  past,  our  country  is  rushing  headlong  towards  war  by  recklessly  spending  our  public 
funds  preparing  for  war.  From  data  furnished  by  Dr.  Edward  B.  Ross  of  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Standards,  we  learn,  that  war  claimed  ninety-three  percent  of  the  Unit- 
ed States’  tax  dollar  in  1920.  Education  claimed  about  one  percent.  It  is  abou  time 
that  the  citizens  of  America  wake  up  and  ask  Uncle  Sam  to  devote  at  least  a small  por- 
tion of  his  wealth  in  seriously  attempting  the  task  of  peace  education  m t ,e  ni  e 
States  and  aggressive  good-will  thruout  the  world. 


THINGS  YOU  AND  I CAN  DO 


1.  We  may  cultivate  a world  interest  and  a world  sympathy.  Reading  that 
ten  million  are  homeless  in.  China  does  not  affect  us  as  much  as  an  aching  wisdom  tooth, 
affects  us. 


2.  We  should  remove  our  own  prejudices.  By  testing  our  reaction  to  the 
following  words,  we  may  easily  discover  that  we  have  many  prejudices.  Are  your  reac- 
tions pleasant  or  unpleasant?  Jew,  Catholic,  Foreigner,  Stranger,  Neighbor,  Chinese, 
Japanese,  German,  Armenian,  Mexican,  Negro. 

3.  By  the  proper  selection  of  books,  pictures  and  toys  in  the  home  we  may 

teach  peace. 

4.  We  should  teach  peace  in  school.  History  should  be  taught  as  more  than 
a record  of  war  heroes.  Senator  Robinson  of  Arkansas  recently  said,  “The  greatest  task 
of  the  public  school  teachers  of  the  world  today  is  the  task  of  peace  education.”  A splen- 
did high  school  course  of  study  for  International  Relations  was  made  under  the  super- 
vision of  L.  W.  Brooks  and  adopted  by  the  Kansas  State  Department  of  Education  in 
1930. 


5.  It  is  time  we  are  getting  the  churches  out  of  the  war  business.  As  long 
as  we  are  not  actively  engaged  in  peace  work  our  influence  is  on  the  side  of  war. 

6.  It  is  time  for  unselfish  Christians  to  pray  that  God  will  fill  with  His 
love  the  hearts  of  the  rulers  of  the  nations. 

7.  We  should  have  peace  programs,  present  peace  plays,  and  secure  peace 
publicity  in  the  press  and  over  the  radio.  Under  present  conditions  the  arrival  of  a na- 
tionally known  peace  lecturer  in  Wichita  receives  a mere  comment  on  an  inside  page  of 
the  local  press,  while  a pajama  parade  gets  glaring  headlines  on  the  first  page  with  por- 
traits of  outstanding  participants. 

8.  Encourage  all  efforts  for  world  peace. 

9.  Write  to  your  representatives. 

10.  Talk  peace.  Make  our  treaties  more  than  scraps  of  paper.  Create  pub- 
lic opinion  for  peace  and  against  war.  If  it  were  not  for  public  opinion  and  public  con- 
fidence there  wouldn't  be  a bank  open  in  our  country  today.  Talk,  talk,  talk,  peace.  Talk 
in  the  pulpit,  on  the  street  corner,  at  home,  in  school,  and  in  your  club.  Act  as  if  the 
responsibility  for  peace  rested  with  you.  Public  opinion  has  dethroned  most  of  the  mon- 
archs  oj.  the  world;  it  has  stilled  the  voice  of  tyrants;  it  has  built  up  the  agencies  for 
law  and  order  in  every  civilized  country;  and  it  must  forever  banish  the  most  dreadful 
remnant  of  barbarism  in  the  world  today,  the  use  of  war  as  a means  of  settling  interna- 
tional disputes. 
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THE  CHALLENGE  OF  PEACE 


Mars  will  never  yield  his  throne  as  long  as  iwe  shroud  our  efforts  with  meek 
and  feeble  cries  of  passivism.  To  conquer  Mars  we  need  a host  of  men  like  Ramsey 
MacDonald  who  see  the  follies  of  war,  men  Who  picture  Mars  as  he  is:  a plague  on  hu- 
manity; a curse  to  all  nations;  a blood-thirsty  beast  stalking  thruout  the  world. 


One  thing  that  has  hindered  the  cause  of  peace  is  that  during  the  World 
War  some  men  used  their  religion  as  a shield  for  their  cowardice  instead  of  as  a shield 
for  their  conscience.  'A'  man  deserves  the  name  of  slacker  ii  when  war-clouds  arise  he 
knows  that  he  has  not  been  a peace-maker,  but  then  he  suddenly  folds  his  arms 
placency  and  refuses  to  fight  for  the  sake  of  his  “Christian  conscience.  His  conscience 
is  not  Christian  if  the  mere  thought  of  the  possibility  of  another  war  does  not  arouse 
him  from  his  idolence,  his  negligence,  his  laziness,  and  his  indifference^  We  are  not 
patriots  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes;  we  are  no  friends  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
if  today  we  do  not  do  everything  in  our  power  to  educate  ourselves,  our  children  and  our 
• uk  in  the  Wav  of  Peace.  If  the  Christians  of  the  world  will  enter  this  war  against 
“ar  wiU  accept  this  challenge  of  peace,  will  join  this  crusade  of  modern  moral  heroes 
led  on  by  the  Prince  of  Peace,  there  will  be  no  future  need  for  conscientious  objectors. 

H G Wells  says,  “ Civilization  is  a race  between  education  and  catastrophe.” 
We  are  walking  along  the  way  of  peace.  It  is  time  for  us  to  realize  that  we  are  in  a 
race-  that  war  and  peace  are  in  the  contest;  that  if  militarism  wins  out  civilization 
A S-it  aggressive  love  is  given  a fair  trial  Mars  is  banished.  Complacency  is  cow- 
arfke  War  is  suicide.  Love  is  the  most  dependable  power  in  all  the  world.  Love  is 
not  a brilliant  speculation.  It  is  not  a mere  illusion,  disease,  or  frailty.  It  is  not  merely 
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ing  in  the  world-wide  program  for  peace  by  transforming  the  darkness  of  greed 
light  of  love. 


America  Jffirat 


Not  merely  in  matters  material,  but  in  things  of  the  spirit. 

Not  merely  in  science,  inventions,  motors,  and  skyscrapers, 
but  also  in  ideals,  principles,  character. 

Not  merely  in  the  calm  assertion  of  right,  but  in  the  glad 
assumption  of  duties. 

Not  flaunting  her  strength  as  a giant,  but  bending  in  helpful- 
ness over  a sick  and  wounded  world  like  a Good  Samaritan. 

Not  in  splendid  isolation,  but  in  courageous  cooperation. 

Not  in  pride,  arrogance,  and  disdain  of  other  races  and 
peoples,  but  in  sympathy,  love  and  understanding. 

Not  in  treading  again  the  old,  worn,  bloody  pathway 
which  ends  inevitably  in  chaos  and  disaster,  but  in  blazing 
a new  trail,  along  which,  please  God,  other  nations  will  fol- 
low into  the  new  Jerusalem  where  wars  shall  be  no  more. 

Some  day  some  nation  must  take  that  path — unless  we  are 
to  lapse  once  again  into  utter  barbarism — and  that  honor 
I covet  for  my  beloved  America. 

And  so,  in  that  spirit  and  with  these  hopes,  I say  with  all 
my  heart  and  soul,  “AMERICA  FIRST.” 


-Bishop  G.  Aishton  Oldham. 


